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SUBJECT: ROWAS REQUEST FOR PEACE CORPS ASSISTANCE IN INFORMATION 
MINISTRY 

REF: STATE 083164 

1. ROWAS' REQUEST TO DEPASSTSEC SOBER IS NOT THE FIRST TIME 
HE HAS RAISED THIS QUESTION. DURING A CALL ON HIM BY DCM AND 
USIS INSPECTORS LAST OCTOBER, HE ASKED FOR USG HELP IN ANTI- 
COMMUNIST PROPAGANDA FIELD. HIS REQUEST COVERED A WIDE VARIETY 
OF AID FROM MOBILE CINEMA UNITS AND ANTI-COMMUNIST TRACTS TO 
ADVISOR PERSONNEL, BUT HE DID NOT MENTION THE PEACE CORPS. 

WE WERE NONCOMMITTAL. IN CONSIDERING HIS PROPOSAL WITHIN 
MISSION LATER, WE CONCLUDED IT WAS NOT AN ATTRACTIVE AREA EOR 
U.S. TO GET INTO, THAT WASHINGTON WOULD ALMOST CERTAINLY SHOOT 
IT DOWN ANYHOW, SO WE LET IT DROP. HIS SUGGESTION SEEMED TO 
STEM FROM AN OUTDATED PERCEPTION OP USG WILLINGNESS INVOLVE 
ITSELP IN ANTI-COMMUNIST ACTIVISM. 

2. ROWAS HAS NOW TOSSED THE IDEA DIRECTLY INTO DEPARTMENT'S 
LAP, WITH NEW PEACE CORPS TWIST. WE SHARE CONCERNS EXPRESSED 
IN REFTEL ABOUT USING PEACE CORPS FOR WHAT ROWAS OBVIOUSLY 
ENVISAGES AS A "HARD CORE PROPAGANDA" EXERCISE. THE PEACE 
CORPS SHOULD BE KEPT FAR FROM SUCH PROGRAMS. OUR REACTION TO 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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ROWAS' SPECIFIC PROPOSAL, THEREFORE, IS DISTINCTLY NEGATIVE. 

3. THERE REMAINS THE QUESTION OP WHETHER USG SHOULD HELP 
OMANGOV IN THIS FIELD IN SOME OTHER WAY. WE HESITATE TO 
RECOMMEND ANY SUCH INVOLVEMENT BECAUSE, UNLESS VERY LOW-KEY, 
IT COULD HINDER RATHER THAN HELP BY PROVIDING A NEW TARGET 
FOR PDRY PROPAGANDA. THE ONLY ONE OF ROWAS' IDEAS WE FIND 
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ACCEPTABLE IS HIS REQUEST EOR MOBILE FILM UNITS. THIS WOULD 
HELP HIS MINISTRY IN SEVERAL WAYS, NOT JUST IN THE ANTI-PFLO 
EFFORT. IT WOULD ALSO GIVE ASSURANCE THAT USG STANDS CONCRETELY 
BEHIND OMAN'S FLITHT AGAINST INSURGENCY. TOTAL TURNDOWN OF HIS 
PERSISTENT REQUESTS MIGHT NOT BE UNDERSTOOD. 

4. WOULD THE REIMBURSABLE AID PROGRAM BE A FEASIBLE MECHANISM 
FOR MOBILE FILM UNITS IN RESPONSE TO ROWAS' REQUEST? 

WOLLE 
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